ABSTRACTS

Margarit Tadevosyan
Boston College, USA

“Thou Are Not Thou”: Nabokov and Evelyn Waugh

For the first time in Nabokov scholarship, this paper explores the prominent
connections between Vladimir Nabokov’s Real Life of Sebastian Knight and Evelyn
Waugh’s Brideshead Revisited.

Waugh’s novel, which came out in 1945, three and a half years following the
publication of RLSK, reveals similarities with Nabokov’s novel on multiple levels.

The name of Waugh’s protagonist is Sebastian Flyte. The paper examines the
structural and textual similarities of the two novels as well as some of the
mythological and ecclesiastical themes that they share. The similarities include the
novels’ first person narrators and their relationships with the respective protagonists
named "Sebastian." The paper argues for the centrality of the myth of St. Sebastian in
the construction of the characters of Sebastian Knight and Sebastian Flyte.
Additionally, the two novels share the myth of Narcissus in the construction of these
two characters.

Finally, the paper focuses on the prevalence of heart decease in the families of
Sebastian Knight and Sebastian Flyte, as well as the influence of heart disease on the
lives of these characters. Following a close examination of the similarities between
the two novels, the paper considers the degree to which Waugh and Nabokov might
have been familiar with each other’s works. In its conclusions, the paper asserts the

heretofore unrecognized (and unadmitted) influence of RLSK on BR.

TE3UCHI

Maprapur TageBocsiH

bocron Komnemx, CIIIA

«TholI - He ToI»: HadokoB u UBiaun Bo



Ora paboTa BIEpBBIE 3a BCE BpeMs U3y4YeHUs TBopuecTBa HabokoBa
uccienyer siBHple mapamienu Mmexnay «llommmuuoi xu3Hblo Cebacthsina Haiitay
Brnagumupa Habokosa u «Bo3Bpamienuem B bpaiincxen» Usmunaa Bo.

CxoxactBo pomana Bo, Beiuenmero B 1945 rogy, Tpu C MOJOBHHOW roaa
cinyctst mocne «llogmuanoit >xu3nu CeOactbsina Haiita», ¢ pomanom HaOoxoBa
IIPOCIIEKUBAETCS. HA HECKOJBKMX ypOBHsAX. Hampumep, rimaBHoro repost pomana Bo
30ByT Cebacthsin ®naiiT. B nokmane mcciaeayroTcss CTPYKTYPHBIE W TEKCTyalbHBIC
napajieid MeXAy STUMU POMaHaMU M HEKOTOpPbIE 00IIMe sl HUX MH(OIOTHYECKHE
U DKKJIE3UACTUYECKUAE TEMBI.

Pomanbl cXOOHBI M TOBECTBOBAHHEM OT MEPBOTO JHUIA, U OTHOIICHUSMH
MOBECTBOBATENEH € TJIaBHBIMU T'€pOsIMH COOTBETCTBEHHO - ¢ o0oumu CebacThsiHAMHU.
B nokname otcramBaercs Touka 3peHus Ha Mud o C. CebacThsiHe Kak Ha
LEHTPaJIbHBI MOTHUB NpH co3AaHuu XxapakrepoB Cebactesina Haiita u CebacThsiHa
@naiira. Kpome Toro, mpu co3mgaHuu 000MX MEPCOHAXKEH OBUT MCIIOB30BaH MU} O
Hapuucce.

Hakowner, B 000ux pomaHax MoA4YE€pPKUBACTCS YaCTOTa CEPJICYHBIX OOIe3HEH B
cembsix Cebactpsina Haiita u CebGactbsina ®naiita U posib ceplieUHbIX 3a00JIeBaHU B
KHU3HU caMuX nepcoHaxkel. [logpoOHO HMccaenoBaB CXOACTBO ITUX POMAHOB, MOKHO
YCTaHOBUTH CTeneHb 3HakoMmcTBa HaGokoBa m Bo c¢ TBopuecTtBOM apyr npyra. B
3aKJIIOYEHUE JIOKJIAJ TOATBEPKAAeT A0 CUX IOp HE YCTAaHABIMBABILEECS WU HE
npusHaHHoe BiusiHue «Iloanuunoii xu3nu Cebacthsana Haiita»y Ha «Bo3BpaieHue B

Bbpaiincxen».



