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Vladimir Nabokov’s Impact on American Post-Modernists: The Case of John

Hawkes

To the best of my knowledge, I was the first to articulate, in the introduction to my
book The World of Nabokov'’s Stories (1999), that Nabokov was a cult figure among
the American post-modernists who entered the literary mainstream in the late 1940s-
early 1950s. In my paper, | would like to assess the impact of Nabokov’s works and
his literary myth upon the careers of Donald Barthleme, Robert Coover, Stanley
Elkin, John Hawkes and other writers of their generation and artistic interests. The
paper will include personal reflections on the place of Nabokov in the career of the
late John Hawkes whom I got to know in 1988 as a student in his fiction writing

seminar at Brown University.
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Bansane Baagumupa HaGokoBa Ha aMepHMKAHCKHX NMOCTMOJAEPHHUCTOB: CJIy4Yai

:xxona Xokca

Hackonbko MHE M3BECTHO, s1 OBUT TIEPBBIM, KTO CPOPMYITUPOBAT BO BBEIACHUU
k moeit kamre "The World of Nabokov’s Stories" (1999), uto HabGokoB ObLn
KyJIbTOBOM (GUTrypoll cpend aMepHKaHCKUX TMOCTMOJIEPHHUCTOB, BO3TJIABUBIIUX
TOCTIOJICTBYIOIIYIO TEHJEHIMIO B IuTepaType B koHile 40 - Hauane 50 rogoB XX Beka.
B moem nokmanme st xotenm OBl OLEHWUTH BiMsHHE TBopuecTBa HabOokoBa u ero
nutepatypHoii Mudomorun Ha TBOpuecTBo JloHampaa baprinema, PoGepra Kysepa,
Crennu DOnkuHa, /[xoHa Xokca U Apyrux nucaresield TOro ke MOKOJICHHUSI U CXOJIHBIX

JUTEPATYypHBIX HUHTEpPEeCOB. B [OKknax BOWIYT JMYHBIC BIIEYATICHUS O MeECTe



HaGokoBa B mucarenbckoi Kapbepe mokoiHoro J[xona Xokca, ¢ KOTOPBIM s
no3HakoMwics B 1988 romy, Oyayud ciymiateiaeM ero MmucaTebCcKOro CeMHHapa B

yHuBepcutere bpayH.



