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Nabokov's Neoplatonist Views of "This World'" and "The Other World" in His

Poem “Death”

Nabokov's discursive writings, his autobiography and his fictions, show that
he shared certain commonly held beliefs of the Platonic tradition: the belief in the
non-materiality of the highest form of reality, the belief that there must be a higher
level of reality than visible and sensible things and the belief in some form of
immortality. Also he was convinced that the existence of such an other world could be
inferred from the way, in which nature and human lives are structured. And he
thought that since the patterns in nature and human lives were governed by the laws
of aesthetics, the same must hold true for the other world, of which 'this world' is only
a creative imitation. Speaking with Ricoeur, in his art Nabokov set himself the task to
creatively imitate the nonutilitarian delights he found in nature. In so doing he not
merely redoubled the presence of 'this' world and the other world in his fiction, but
designed representations that opened the space for fiction, while at the same time
carrying intimations of the transcendent worlds beauty. I will illustrate this point by

briefly discussing Nabokov's poem "Death."
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Malinuckuii yausepcuret, ['epmanus
Heonnatonuveckue mnpeacraBienuss HaGokoBa 00 «3TOM MHpPe» H «IAPYyrom

MHUPE» B CTUXOTBOPECHUM «CMepr»

JluckypcuBHbie  Tpou3BeneHuss HaOokoBa, ero aBroOuorpaduss u
XYJI0’)KECTBEHHBIE COYMHEHMsI, TOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO OH pa3lelseT HEKOTOphIe OOIIHe
MPEJICTABICHHUS TUIATOHOBCKOM TpPATUIMK: TIPEJCTABICHHE O HEMAaTePUAIbHOCTH
BEICIIIEH (DOPMBI peaTbHOCTH, O TOM, YTO JOJKEH CYIIECTBOBATh YPOBEHb PEATbHOCTH
0ojiee BBICOKHWI, HEXENH BHUIUMBIC U OCS3aEMbIe MPEIMETBI, U TPEJCTABICHUE O
HeKoel popme beccmepTus.

Taxke OH cuMTan, YTO CYMIECTBOBAaHHE TAKOTO JPYroro MUpPa MOXKET OBITh
BBIBEJICHO M3 TOTO, KaK CTPYKTYpHpPOBaHA >KU3Hb MPHUPOABI u JroAei. Y oH momnaradn,
YTO MOCKOJBKY IIPUPOJIA U YEJIOBEUECKask )KU3Hb yIPABISETCS 3aKOHAMU ICTETUKH, TO
K€ caMo€ JIOJDKHO OBITh CIPaBEIUIMBO W IS JPYroro MHpa, MO OTHOUICHHIO K
KOTOPOMY «3TOT MHUP» - HE 00JIee YeM TBOPUECKOE MOJIpAYKaHHE.

HaGokoB yTBepKman, uTO TMOCTaBWI ceOe 3ajadyy CBOMM HCKYCCTBOM
TBOPYECKH BOCIIPOM3BECTU T€ HOH-YTHIMTAPUCTCKUE PAJIOCTH, KOTOPBIE OH YepIiaeT B
npupoje. Takum 00pa3oM OH HE TOJILKO MOBTOPSIET B CBOMX MPOU3BEACHUAX HATTHMUUC
«3TOTO» U JIPYTOro MHpa, HO ¥ M300pETAET MPEICTABICHUS, OTKPHIBAIOIIUE MTPOCTOP
IUIS BBIMBICIIA, ¥ B TO K€ BPEMsI HECET OTKPOBEHHUS O KpPAcoTe TPAHCICHICHTHBIX
MUpPOB. Sl TPOMJUTIOCTPUPYIO ATy TOYKY 3pEHHUS KpPAaTKUM OOCYXKICHUEM

cruxotBopeHust HabokoBa «CMepTh».



